m Heritage Malta

Heritage Malta and RomArtificio, with the collaboration of Renaissance
Productions Ltd and the Soprintendenza Speciale per il Polo Museale Romano,
is putting up a major exhibition of nine paintings by Caravaggio at the National
Museum of Archaeology in Valletta between 30" of September and the 30™ of
November 2007. The exhibition is being organised with the active sponsorship of
The National Lotteries Good Causes Fund, the Malta Tourism Authority, HSBC
and Air Malta, and with the support of The Malta Financial Services Authority,
GO, The Malta Stock Exchange and Alarm Tech.

This international exhibition will be part of the activities being organised by
Heritage Malta to commemorate the 400" anniversary of the brief but eventful
stay of Caravaggio in Malta. On exhibit will be Caravaggio’s works which clearly
portray the artist’s divine element of his work. A series of world famous paintings
from major European and American collections have been put together for this
event.

Parallel events concern the Maltese period of Caravaggio and his influence on
the art of the following generations. An adjacent hall to the main exhibition area
will feature documents and artefacts related to the magistracy of Grandmaster
Alof de Wignacourt (1601-1622) and to Caravaggio’s works in Malta. The
Museum of Fine Arts will in turn present a Caravaggisti Experience that will
introduce the visitor to the works of the followers of Caravaggio in the national
collection exhibited in this museum. Data will highlight the impact of the master’s
style in contrast to parallel but stylistically diverse artistic activity focusing more
on the ideal beauty in art.

Venues

National Museum of Archaeology — Republic Street; Valletta (tel: 21221623)
National Museum of Fine Arts — South Street; Valletta

Dates
30™ September to 30" November
Opening hours

Monday to Sunday, 9.00 — 19.30 hrs

Fees

Adults Lm 4 (Euro 9.32)
Senior Citizens / Student Cards LM 3 (Euro 6.99)
Children (6-12 years) LM 2.5 (Euro 5.82)
Family Ticket LM 9 (Euro 20.96)

School Trips (Students Year 1 — Form 5) LM 1.50 (Euro 3.49)
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The Paintings

Piasecka-Johnson Collection, Princeton, New Jersey - USA
Attributed to the master by a number of international scholars. It is reputed to
have been painted by Caravaggio around 1598. The master was shortly
afterwards to complete his first important public commissions for the Contarelli
chapel at the Roman Church of San Luigi dei Francesi that were to propel him to
great fame.

Piasecka-Johnson Collection, Princeton, New Jersey - USA

A painting recently attributed to Caravaggio by international scholars. The saint is
represented with his hands crossed over his chest and in an ecstatic trance. The
painting could represent yet another variant within Caravaggio’s repertoire of
paintings of St Francis of Assisi.
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St John the Baptist  Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Antica, Palazzo Corsini, Rome- Italy

Caravaggio painted this work in 1606. St John the Baptist is represented as a
young man in the wilderness. His red mantle recalls the one painted by the artist
in his St Jerome for the knight of Malta Fra Ippolito Malaspina. now at St John’s
Co-Cathedral.

St Francis Museo Civicio di Cremona — Italy

A recognized autograph work painted by Caravaggio during the first decade of
the seventeenth century. Scholars are still divided about the date of this
commission. Some have also suggested that this St Francis is Caravaggio’s self
portrait.
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Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Antica, Palazzo Barberini , Rome — Italy
A work by Caravaggio that has only recently been identified as an original by the

master’s hand through scientific analysis. This is a meditative Saint Francis
focusing his thoughts on the skull he holds in his hand. Scholars are still debating

on the date when Caravaggio possibly painted this work.

Private Collection, Modena — Italy
This is an identical version to the one at the Piasecka-Johnson Collection,

Princeton, New Jersey — USA. This painting suggests that Caravaggio was
repeating himself.



Palestrina, Rome — Italy
Attributed by scholars to the brushwork of Caravaggio and possibly painted by

the master towards the end of his life. The saint is represented at the moment of
martyrdom with blood spilling from his neck.

Museo Civici di Udine — Italy
Attributed by particular scholars to the brushwork of Caravaggio. This painting is
similar to another version of the same subject in the Wadsworth Atheneum
Hartford, Connecticut (U.S.A.). The painting attributed to the master possibly
dates to his early years in Rome where Caravaggio arrived in 1592.



